
June 19-21, 2001 • Medora, N.D.

Program & Schedule

Spurgefest II is an informational and educational event sponsored by TEAM Leafy
Spurge, the USDA-Agricultural Research Service, UDSA-Animal & Plant Health
Inspection Service, National Park Service/Theodore Roosevelt National Park,

U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, BASF Corporation and
Dow Agrisciences Corporation.

Pre-registration, 5-8 p.m., Medora
Community Center.

Team Leafy Spurge Symposium
at the Medora Community Hall
TEAM Leafy Spurge program

participants will present their
research and be available for ques-
tions. Fee: $15 (includes snacks
and lunch). Registration runs from
7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Morning Session Moderator –
Ernest “Del” Delfosse, acting labo-
ratory director, USDA-ARS North-

ern Plains Agricultural Research
Laboratory (Sidney, MT).

Welcomes
• 8-8:05 a.m. – Welcome from

Medora mayor Olie Golberg.
• 8:05-8:15 a.m. – Welcome from

Notes

Monday, June 18

Tuesday, June 19
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Gerry Anderson, TEAM Leafy
Spurge co-principal investigator.

• 8:15-8:30 a.m. – “Operations
Component Contributions to TEAM
Leafy Spurge.” Robert D. Richard,
USDA-APHIS PPQ/Biological Con-
trol of Weeds Laboratory (Boze-
man); Chad Prosser, USDA-ARS
Northern Plains Agricultural
Research Laboratory (Sidney, MT);
and Connie O’Brien, TEAM Leafy
Spurge field technician.

• 8:30 -8:50 a.m. – “Leafy
Spurge Biocon-
trol in the Little
Missouri River
Drainage.” Don
Kirby, North
Dakota State
University
Department of
Animal &
Range Science.

• 8:50-9:10
a.m. – “Assess-
ing Biological
Control Agents
for Area-Wide
Control of Leafy
Spurge with foci
in Montana and South Dakota.”
Matthew Parker and Jack Butler,
Central Missouri State University
Department of Biology.

• 9:10-9:30 a.m. – “TEAM Leafy
Spurge Demonstration Assess-
ment.” James S. Jacobs and Roger
Sheley, Montana State University
Cooperative Extension Service.

• 9:30-9:50 a.m. – “Wyoming
Assessment Project and Remote
Sensing of Leafy Spurge.” Amy
Parker-Williams and David Kazmer,
University of Wyoming Department
of Renewable Resources.

• 9:50-10:05 a.m. – “Causes and
Consequences of Female-biased
Sex Ratios in Aphthona Flea Bee-
tles.” David Kazmer, University of
Wyoming Department of Renew-
able Resources.

• 10:05-10:20 – Break

• 10:20-10:40
a.m. – “Ecologi-
cal Barriers For
the Establish-
ment and Popu-
lation Increase
of Flea Beetles
on Leafy
Spurge.” Robert
Nowierski, Mon-
tana State Uni-
versity Depart-
ment of Ento-
mology; David
Kazmer, Univer-
sity of Wyoming
Department of

Renewable Resources; David Hor-
vath, USDA-ARS Biosciences
Research Laboratory (Fargo); and
Richard Hansen, USDA-APHIS
PPQ/Biological Control of Weeds
Laboratory (Bozeman, MT).

• 10:40-11 a.m. – “The Utilization
of Oberea  erythrocephala as an
Additional Biocontrol Agent of

The public will get its first chance to
hear about Nelson Foster’s research

into how different grasshopper
control techniques effect leafy spurge

flea beetles at 4 p.m. Tuesday.

Leafy Spurge in the Little Missouri
River Basin.” Denise Olson and
Donald Mundal, North Dakota
State University Department of
Entomology.

• 11-11:20 a.m. – “Impact of
Grasshopper Treatments on Estab-
lished Populations of Aphthona
spp. Flea Beetles.” Nelson Foster
and Chris Reuter, USDA-APHIS
PPQ (Phoenix); Loren K. Winks,
USDA-APHIS PPQ (Bismarck);
Terry E. Reule, field technician; and
R. D. Richard, USDA-APHIS
PPQ/Biological Control of Weeds
Laboratory (Bozeman).

• 11:20-11:40 a.m. – “Nutritional
Composition of Selected Invasive
Species.” Kevin Sedivec, North
Dakota State University, and Chad
Prosser, USDA-ARS Northern
Plains Agricultural Research Labo-
ratory (Sidney, MT).

• 11:40-noon – “TEAM Leafy
Spurge Survey of Ranch Opera-
tors, Land Managers and Local
Decision Makers.” Nancy Hodur

and Larry Leistritz, North Dakota
State University Department of
Agribusiness & Applied Economics.

• Noon-1 p.m. – Lunch

Afternoon Moderator – Gerry
Anderson, TEAM Leafy Spurge

co-principal investigator.

• 1-1:20 p.m. – “Management
Approach for Leafy Spurge Con-
trol.” Andrew Canham, South Dako-
ta Department of Schools & Public
Lands; Dennis Mann, South Dako-
ta Game, Fish and Parks; Jerry
Moller, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment/South Dakota State Office;
and Larry Nelson, private
rancher/landowner.

• 1:20-1:40 a.m. – “Development
of a GIS Database for TEAM Leafy

Rod Lym’s herbicide demonstration
site was a popular tour stop at

Spurgefest ’99. This year, Lym will
show the results achieved with her-
bicides and herbicides+flea beetles.



Spurge.” Steve Hager, Theodore
Roosevelt National Park/National
Park Service.

• 1:40-2 p.m. – "Scale Dependent
Spread Predictions of Leafy Spurge
Using Multi-Elevation Remote
Sensing and GIS Collateral Data."
Karl Brown, USGS Center for Bio-
logical Informat-
ics (Denver);
Ralph Root,
USGS Rocky
Mountain Map-
ping Center
(Denver); R.
Kokaly, USGS
Spectroscopy
Laboratory (Den-
ver); Gerry
Anderson, USDA-
ARS Northern
Plains Agricultur-
al Research Lab-
oratory (Sidney,
MT); Steve
Hager, Theodore
Roosevelt Nation-
al Park/National
Park Service;
Robert Nowierski,
Montana State
University
Department of
Entomology; and
Ed Holroyd,
Bureau of Recla-
mation Federal Data Center (Lake-
wood, CO).

• 2-2:20 p.m. – “Detection of
Leafy Spurge Infestations through
Imaging Spectroscopy using the

Compact Airborne Spectrographic
Imager.” Ralph Root, USGS Rocky
Mountain Mapping Center (Den-
ver); R. Kokaly, USGS Spec-
troscopy Laboratory (Denver); Karl
Brown, USGS Center for Biological
Informatics (Denver); Gerry Ander-
son, USDA-ARS Northern Plains
Agricultural Research Laboratory

(Sidney, MT); and
Steve Hager,
Theodore Roo-
sevelt National
Park/National
Park Service.

• 2:20-2:40
p.m. – “Evalua-
tion of Diflufen-
zopyr Applied
with Quinclorac
and Dicamba for
Leafy Control.”
Kenneth Deibert
and Rod Lym,
North Dakota
State University
Department of
Plant Sciences.

• 2:40-3 p.m. –
“Herbicide Evalu-
ation for Leafy
Spurge in South
Dakota.” Leon
Wrage and Dar-
rell Deneke,

South Dakota State University
Extension Service.

• 3-3:15 p.m. – Break.

• 3:15-3:35 p.m. – “Effects of

Participants will get to see what
flea beetles are capable of during
Wednesday’s tour of TEAM Leafy

Spurge demonstration sites.

Leafy Spurge Control on the West-
ern Prairie Fringed Orchid.” Ann
Erickson and Rod Lym, North
Dakota State University Depart-
ment of Plant Sciences.

• 3:35-3:55 p.m. – “Effects of
Multi-Species Grazing and Biologi-
cal Control on Leafy Spurge Infest-
ed Rangeland in Golden Valley
County, N.D.” Luke Samuel, North
Dakota State University Depart-
ment of Animal & Range Science;
Kevin Sedivec, North Dakota State
University Extension Service; Tim
Faller and Jack
Dahl, North
Dakota State
University-Het-
tinger Research
Extension Cen-
ter.

• 3:55-4:15
p.m. – “Investi-
gations on
Potential Ways
to Improve
Leafy Spurge
Control by Live-
stock.” Scott
Kronberg, USDA-ARS Northern
Great Plains Research Laboratory
(Mandan).

• 4:15-4:35 p.m. – “Economics of
Using Sheep to Control Leafy
Spurge.” Dean Bangsund and Larry
Leistritz, North Dakota State Uni-
versity Department of Agribusiness
& Applied Economics, and Dan
Nudell, North Dakota State Univer-
sity-Hettinger Research Extension

Center.

• 4:35-4:55 p.m. – “Feasibility of
Using a Sheep Cooperative to
Control Leafy Spurge.” Dan Nudell
and Tim Faller, North Dakota State
University-Hettinger Research
Extension Center; Dean Bangsund
and Larry Leistritz, North Dakota
State University Department of
Agribusiness & Applied Economics.

• 4:55-5:15 p.m. – “An Ecologi-
cally Based Decision Support Sys-
tem for Managing Leafy Spurge

Infested Range-
land.” Roger
Sheley, Matt
Rinella and
James S.
Jacobs, Mon-
tana State Uni-
versity.

• 5:15-5:30 –
“A Most Trou-
blesome Weed:
What Has Been
Done, What
Else Can We
Do?” Michael

Foley, James Anderson, Wun S.
Chao and David Horvath, USDA-
ARS Biosciences Research Labo-
ratory (Fargo).

• Closing Comments

Additional Posters
• “Effects of Leafy Spurge Thin-

ning on Establishment and Popula-
tion Increase of Aphthona Flea
Beetles.” David Kazmer, University

Ranchers, land owners and land man-
agers who attend will leave with all

the resources – both information and
flea beetles – to start their own

biological control programs.



of Wyoming Department of Renew-
able Resources; Chad Prosser and
Gerry Anderson, USDA-ARS
Northern Plains Agricultural
Research Laboratory (Sidney MT).

• “Genomics Approach to Investi-
gate the Growth and Development
of Leafy Spurge Root Buds.” Wun
S. Chao, James Anderson and
David Horvath, USDA-ARS Bio-
sciences Research Laboratory.

• “Three-Way Herbicide Mixture
Increased Leafy Spurge Control.”
Katheryn Christianson and Rod
Lym, North Dakota State University
Department of Plant Sciences.

• “The Impact of Leafy Spurge
Biocontrol on Native Eurphorbias.”
Jack Butler, Central Missouri State
University Department of Biology.

Tours of TEAM Leafy Spurge
research and demonstration sites,
departure at 8:30 a.m. from Tjaden
Plaza/Burning Hills Amphitheater
parking lot. Fee: $15 (includes bus
tour, snacks and BBQ lunch). Reg-
istration runs from 7-9:30 a.m. at
Tjaden Terrace.

Tour Schedule (Morning)
• 8:30 a.m. – Buses depart from

Tjaden Plaza.

• 9-10 a.m. – Herbicide Demon-
stration Site. Rod Lym, North
Dakota State University Depart

ment of Plant Sciences.
• 10:15-11 a.m. – Integrated Her-

bicide & Biocontrol Demonstration
Site. Rod Lym, North Dakota State
University Department of Plant Sci-
ences.

• 11:15-11:50 a.m. – Biological
Control Demonstration Site. Robert
D. Richard, USDA-APHIS PPQ/Bio-
control of Weeds Laboratory
(Bozeman, MT).

• Noon -1:30 p.m. – BBQ lunch
at Buffalo Gap Campground.

Lunch Speakers
– “Integrating Burning & Biocon-

trol for Leafy Spurge Management.”
Dean Williams, rangeland manage-
ment specialist, U.S. Forest Ser-
vice.

– “A Rancher’s Perspective.”
Roger Myers, Medora rancher.

– “A Rancher’s Perspective from
Northwest South Dakota.” Larry
Nelson, South Dakota rancher.

Tour Schedule (Afternoon)
• 2:15-3:15 p.m. – Multi-Species

Grazing Demonstration Site. Tim
Faller, North Dakota State Universi-
ty-Hettinger Research Extension
Center, and Kevin Sedivec, North
Dakota State University Extension
Range Specialist.

• 4-5 p.m. – Theodore Roosevelt
National Park Herbicides and Her-
bicide+Flea Beetle Demonstration
Site. Paula Anderson, Theodore
Roosevelt National Park/National
Park Service, and Joe Vollmer,
BASF Corporation. Refreshments

Wednesday, June 20

will be served at this tour stop.

Hands-on flea beetle collection
demonstration, flea beetle distribu-
tion, speakers and Pitchfork Fon-
due luncheon. Buses depart for
flea beetle collections at 8:30 a.m.
from Tjaden Plaza/Burning Hills
Amphitheater parking lot. Fee: $20
(includes Pitchfork fondue). Regis-
tration starts at 7 a.m. at Tjaden
Terrace. NOTE: People interested
in the Pitchfork Fondue must regis-
ter no later than the morning of
June 21! Also, there is no fee for
participation, or bus transportation

to, the flea beetle collection
demonstration.

Schedule
• 7 a.m.-noon – Last chance reg-

istration for Pitchfork Fondue!

• 8:30 a.m. – Buses depart for
hands-on flea beetle collections.
Buses will return from the field at
approximately 11:15 a.m.

• Noon-1:30 p.m. – Pitchfork
Fondue.

• 1:30-1:45 p.m. – Awards Cere-
mony.

• 1:45 p.m. – Insect distribution.

Thursday, June 21

The BASF Corporation and
Joe Vollmer, and the Dow Agri-

sciences Corporation and
Sam Law for sponsoring

Spurgefest II.

Big Springs Water and
Leonard Keller in Dickinson,
N.D., for providing water and

coolers for the event.

The North Dakota National
Guard for providing and setting
up tents at various tour stops.

The Theodore Roosevelt
Foundation for its invaluable

assistance with numerous
details relating to this event.

The people of Medora for
serving as hosts for both

Spurgefest ’99 and Spurgefest
II.

And, most of all, a very
special thanks to those who

attended in the spirit of LEARN-
ING and WORKING TOGETH-
ER. It is only through coopera-
tion and collaboration that leafy

spurge and other noxious
weeds can be effectively and

affordably managed.

Special thanks to...Special thanks to...


